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“War is hell, and it does things to the human mind“ 

-Greg Alkerton, Canadian Sniper in Sarajevo, 1992. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Five soldiers. Four wars. Three generations. 
Canadian Veterans Share their Powerful Personal 

Stories of War… and its Costs 
 

New Episode of Acclaimed TV Series  
WAR STORY Premieres  

Friday, November 11th at 8pm ET on HISTORY 
as part of Days of Remembrance  

 
Watch the Trailer: https://vimeo.com/188068983 

Download the Press Kit & Photos: http://bit.ly/2eyA0ww 
 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE   
 
October 25, 2016 - Toronto, ON – The fifth installment of the acclaimed, award-
winning Canadian TV series WAR STORY returns with an extraordinary new 
documentary, WAR STORY: THE DAMAGE DONE, Friday, November 11 at 8 
pm ET on HISTORY®. The broadcast premiere of the film is a featured part of 
HISTORY’s annual Days of Remembrance programming.  
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In WAR STORY: THE DAMAGE DONE, five Canadian veterans, ranging in age 
from 28 to 90, share their powerful and personal stories of war and its costs. The 
wars in which they fought include Afghanistan, Korea, Bosnia, and the Second 
World War. Together, they speak about their experiences of combat, civilian 
suffering, witnessing war crimes, the personal damage they suffered – and how 
they got through it. 
  
Created by one of the finest teams of documentary filmmakers in Canada, led by 
director Barry Stevens, WAR STORY: THE DAMAGE DONE combines riveting 
group interviews with stunning high definition archival footage. The five remarkable 
veterans featured are: Fred LeReverend, who enlisted to fight in the Second 
World War at just 16; Gordon Owen, taken prisoner of war after being severely 
wounded in Korea; Greg Alkerton, a Reconnaissance Platoon sniper on the fraught 
initial UN peacekeeping mission to Sarajevo; Master Warrant Officer Brett Perry, a 
decorated veteran of two combat tours to Afghanistan; and Sayed Shah, an 
Afghan interpreter for the Canadian Forces who now lives in Canada. 
  
Each of these men overcame intensely traumatic experiences, including losing 
comrades in action, being severely wounded, and witnessing brutality against 
civilians. They had to deal with Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD). Together, 
they reflect on the often neglected and misunderstood personal costs of war. For 
each veteran, returning to “normal” life was, and in many ways is, a gradual 
process, and all movingly share, with each other and the viewer, the wisdom they 
have gleaned from their experiences. 
  
“We felt compelled to make this new WAR STORY episode because PTSD is such a 
pressing issue for our veterans,” said the film’s director Barry Stevens. “We thought 
the approach of a small gathering of vets of several generations and from several 
conflicts, telling their stories and sharing their personal experiences, would make 
for the same kind of absorbing television we’ve always offered in WAR STORY. 
What’s always been unique about the series is the intimate, first-person accounts 
told by those who were there. It’s war as it was experienced directly and as we 
haven’t seen or heard before. The veterans’ stories this year are as personal and 
emotional as any we have done, but there’s something special about seeing old 
men, young men – men from four different wars – sharing experiences, finding 
common ground and helping each other.”  
 
WAR STORY has received considerable critical acclaim in its first four seasons. The 
Calgary Herald called it, “Remembrance Day programming at its finest: poignant 
and profound, but never sanctimonious,” while the Globe & Mail praised it as, 
“Austerely powerful”, and the Toronto Star added, “Should be required viewing for 
everybody. It’s just that good.” Sector Sarajevo, a feature-length stand-alone 
companion piece to War Story, was described by the Globe & Mail as “a stunner…a 
must-see”. 
 
WAR STORY: THE DAMAGE DONE will be available the day after broadcast on 
HISTORY.ca, HISTORY Go app, and iTunes.  
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Produced for Corus Entertainment’s HISTORY, WAR STORY is a collaboration of 
filmmaker Barry Stevens and 52 Media Inc., a Toronto-based television company 
formed by David York in 2006. The landmark documentary series, now totaling over 
30 episodes, features little-known stories of Canadians in combat, told entirely by 
the men and women who were there. 
  
WAR STORY: THE DAMAGE DONE boasts one of the finest teams of documentary 
filmmakers in Canada. In addition to Director/Executive Producer Barry Stevens 
and Executive Producer David York, the group includes Producer Bryn Hughes, 
Editor & Co-Director Nick Hector, Director of Photography Stephen Chung, 
Composer David Wall, Associate Producer/Lead Researcher Andrew Theobald, 
Ph.D., Visual Researcher Erin Chisholm, and Sound Editor Michael Bonini. The 
Executive in Charge of Production for Corus Entertainment is Andrew Johnson.  
 
The series has already won four WorldFest - Houston International Independent 
Film Festival awards, the Yorkton Film Festival Golden Sheaf Award for Best 
Documentary Series, and a Canadian Screen Award for Best Direction in a 
Documentary Series.  
   
WAR STORY: THE DAMAGE DONE is produced by War Story V Productions Inc. in 
association with Corus Entertainment, and with the participation of the Canadian 
Media Fund (CMF), the OMDC - Ontario Film and Television Tax Credit, and the 
Canadian Film or Video Production Tax Credit.  
 
 
HISTORY is a Corus Entertainment Network. 

About Corus Entertainment Inc.  
Corus Entertainment Inc. (TSX: CJR.B) is a leading media and content company that 
creates and delivers high quality brands and content across platforms for audiences 
around the world. The company’s portfolio of multimedia offerings encompasses 45 
specialty television services, 39 radio stations, 15 conventional television stations, a 
global content business, digital assets, live events, children’s book publishing, 
animation software, technology and media services. Corus’ roster of premium brands 
includes Global Television, W Network, OWN: Oprah Winfrey Network Canada, HGTV 
Canada, Food Network Canada, HISTORY®, Showcase, National Geographic Channel, 
Q107, CKNW, Fresh Radio, Disney Channel Canada, YTV and Nickelodeon Canada. 
Visit Corus at www.corusent.com. 
 
For media preview screener link and interview requests, please contact:  
Jeremy Katz                                        
Publicist – WAR STORY: THE DAMAGE DONE 
Office: 416-656-6970                                
Mobile/Text: 416-997-6970                                             
E: jeremyk@sympatico.ca      
 


